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I\NOST IMMEDIATE

No. 1/411112025-Cab
GOVERNTMENT OF tNDtA (BHARAT SARKAR)

CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA)

New Delhi, the 17th March, 2026

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: 1. Immediate action to be taken for enforcement of Model Code of Conduct after
announcement of General Elections to Legislative Assemblies of the States of
Assam, Kerela, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal and UT of Puducherry,2026.

2. Application of Model Code of Gonduct - General Elections to Legislative
Assemblies of the States of Assam, Kerela, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal and
UT of Puducherry, 2026 and bye-elections to Assembly Constituencies of
various States/UT.

The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy each of the following letters received from
Election Commission of lndia, for information and necessary action:

0 Letter No. 43716/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC120261252 dated 15.03.2026 on subject (1)
above.

(ii) Letter No. 43716/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC120261251 dated 15.03.2026 on subject (2)
above.

To

All Secretaries to the Government of lndia

(Anita Tripathi)
Director

Tele No. 23792204
Email : anita.tripathiT6@9ov.in
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ELECTION
NIRVACHAN SADAN,

COMMISSION OF INDIA
ROAD, NEW DELHI- 1 10001

-Dated: 15th March, 2026
No.4371611/INST

To

1

1

J.

CTIN[CCI2O26 o16

Cabinet Secretary'
Government of India
Rashtrapati Bhawan,

New Delhi.

The Chief Secretaries to the Governments of
(i) Assam, DisPur;
(iD Kerala, ThiruvananthaPuram;
(iii) Puducherry

ii"l Tamil Nadu, Chennai; and

(v) West Bengal, Kolkata'

The Chief Electoral Officers of
(i) Assam, DisPur;
(ii) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram;
(iii) PuducherrY,

ii"i Tamil Nadu, Chennai; and

(v) West Bengal, Kolkata'

Subject: Immediate action to be taken for enforcement of Model code of Conduct after

announcementofGeneralElectionstoLegislativeAssembliesoftheStatesofAssam'
Kerala, Tamil Nadu urra w"ri Bengal ano ut of Puduch erry,2026- regarding'

SirAvladam,

I am directed to state that the provisions of 'Model code of conduct' have come into effect with

the announcement of schedule for General Elections to Legislative Assemblies of the States of Assam'

Kerala, Tamil Nadu and west Bengal and ur of puduche rry ,2026 by the commissio n vide its Press Note

No. ECvpN r0zgr2026,dated 15ft March , zoz6.In view of the election, the commission has issued

followingdirectionsforeffectiveenforcementofprovisionsofMCC:.

1. Defacement of property- ECI instructions contained in retter No. 3/7/2023-sDR, dated 12th

october,2O23(copyenclosed),provideforpreventionofdefacementofproperty.TheCommission

has directed to ensure strict compliance of its instruction and to take time bound action as prescribed

below-

(a)DefacementofGovernmentproperty-ForthispurposeaGovemmentpremisewouldinclude

anyGovemmentofficeandthecampuswhereintheofficebuilding,compoundandestablishment

are situated. A11 wall-writinB, Posters/papers or defacement in any other form' including
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cutout/hoardings, banners, flags etc., on Government property shall be removed within 24 hours

from the announcement of elections by the Election commission.

(b) Defacement of public property and misuse of pubtic space- All unauthorized political

advertisement, in the form of wall writing/posters/papers or defacement in any other form,

cutout/hoardings, banners flags etc. at public property and in public space like railway station,

Bus stands, Airports, railway Bridges, Roadways, Government buses, Electric/Telephone

poles, municipal/local bodies' buildings etc., shall be removed within 48 hours from the

announcement of elections.

(c) Defacement of private property- Subject to any local law and Court's direction, all

unauthorized political advertisement displayed at private property shall be removed within 72

hours from the announcement of elections by the Election Commission'

Misuse of official vehicle- The ECI's Consolidated instructions contained in letter No.

4641L&OlZ023lEPS(Use of Veh.), dated 26th June,2023 (copy enclosed), among other things,

provide that there shall be a total ban on use of official vehicle by any political party, candidate or

any other person connected with election (except officials performing any election related official

duty) for campaigning, electioneering or election related travel during elections (subject to certain

exception mentioned therein). The expression 'official vehicle' means and shall include, any

vehicle used or capable of being used for the purpose of transport, whether propelled by

mechanical power or otherwise and will include trucks, lorries, tempos, jeeps, cars, auto rickshaws,

e-rickshaws, buses, belonging to Central Government, State GovemmentAJT Administrations,

public undertakings of Central/State Government, Joint sector undertakings of Central/State

Government, local bodies, municipal corporations, marketing boards, cooperative societies or any

other body in which public funds, however small a portion of the total, are invested. The

CEOs/DEOs shall take necessary action for compliance of ECI instructions within 24 hours of

the announcement of the elections.

Advertisement at the cost of public exchequer- ECI instructions contained in letter No.

437/6/INST/ECVFI-INCT/MCCI2O24(ADVERTISEMENTS), dated 2nd January,2024 provides

that advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the

misuse of official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political news

and publicity regarding achievements with a view to furthering the prospects of the party in power

shall be scrupulously avoided. No advertisements shall be issued in electronic and print media

highlighting the achievements of the Govt. at the cost of public exchequer. If any advertisement

has already been released for telecast/broadcast or publication in the print media, it must be ensured

that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no such

ad is published in any newspapers, magazines, etc., i.e. in print media, from the date of

J
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announcement and it should be immediately withdrawn. The cEos/DEos have to take immediate

action to remove/stop any advertisement, in the print/erectronic media, showing the achievements

of the Government soon after the announcement of elections'

photograph of political function ary at official website- ECI instruction contained in letter No'

43716/INST/ECVFUNCTIMCC2;74(MCC ENFORCEMENT), dated Znd January' 2024'

provides that all references of Ministers, politicians or political parties available on central/state

Govemment's official website shall be removed. The cEos have to take immediate action to

remove/hide the photographs of any political functionary from official websites of state

department.

Development/construction related activities- within 72 hours of announcement of elections' the

cEo/DEO shall obtain the following list of works for reference in case of validating any complaint

on violation of MCC:

(i) List of work which has already been started on ground'

(ii) List of fresh work which has not started on ground'

Activities for Expenditure Monitoring and enforcement of MCC- Flying squad, FST, video team'

intensive checking for liquor/cash/contraband drugs, flying squads of excise department to check

illicit trafficking of Druga{arcotics to be immediately activated after announcement'

complaint Monitoring system- The poll going states shall have a complaint redressal mechanism

based on website and cali center. The toll free number of call center is 1g50. complaints can be

registered by making calls to the toll free carl center numbers or on the website. complainants will

also be informed of the action taken by SMS and by the carl center. comprainants can also see the

details of the action taken on their complaints. This system should be operational within 24 hours

of the announcement. A11 complaints should be dealt promptly and properly' The 24x7 control

Room at the district level must be activated and sufficient deployment of manpower and other

logistics be ensured in particular, round the clock personnel should be deployed in the control room

and their duty roster must be issued to avoid any evasion or cotrfusion'

IT Apprication- All IT applications including official website and social media shail be operational

with the arutouncement.

Dissemination of information for Awareness of voters and political parties. Publicity of major

election activity would be given through CE0/DEO/RO. For this purpose, all necessary

information shall be disseminated through radio, TV, cinema, Government channel to display voter

education material.

Active cooperation from Educational Institutions and civil societies- cooperation can be sought

from educational institutions and civil societies for giving wide publicity to the election related

information to the general public and other stakeholders'
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Media Centre-Efforts should be made for awareness among the voters, political parties and other

stakeholder through media center about election system including use of EVM/VVPAT'

MCMCIDEMC- ECI instruction contained in letter no. 49lAvlcMcl5l2\23lCommunication,

dated 24thAugust, 2023, provides that all registered political parties will approach the Media

Certification and Monitoring Committees (MCMC) at District and State level, as the case may be,

for pre-certification of their political advertisements proposed to be issued on electronic media'

The Commission has directed to ensure strict compliance of its instructions contained in above

said letter.

control Room- The 24x7 control room at district level must be activated immediately and

sufficient deployment of manpower and other logistics be ensured by the DEO/CEO'

Hindi version will follow.

Yours faithfully,

A--. Ve
(PRAFULL AWASTHI)
UNDER SECRETARY
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

To
The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States/UTs

subject: usE oF VEHICLE DURING ELECTIONS BY POLITICAL
PARTIES AND CANDIDATES DURING ELECTION PERIOD.
REGARDING.

Referenee: Commission's Instructions on the subject:

Tel. No. 011-23052144
Fax 01 1-23052001
Website : wyrrq.eci. qov.in

!to.464lL&O i2orzg IDPS(Use of Veh.f

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(1")
(v)
(vl)
(vr{
(viii)
(ix)
(x)
(xi)
(xii)
()or)
(xi")

ffiT{ sfi
qsi-6 t-s, q{ fte$-ttooot

Nirvachan Sadan
Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated:26o June, 2023

No.464IINST/2006/PLN-I dated fi .a3.2,A06
No.464lBR-LAl 2O7O dated 16. 10.20 10

No.464 /BR-L,N 2}rc dated 22.IO.2OLO
No.464IINST/2Q1 1 /EPS dated 23.03.201 1

No464/INSTI2O 1.1 /EPS dated 23.03.20 1 1

No.464IINST/201 1 /EPS dated 28.03.201 1

No.464IINST/201 i /EPS dated 28.03.201 1

No.464lINST/2o13 /EPS dated 08. 10.20 13
No.464IINST/2013/EPS dated 1 1. 1 1'2013
No.464lIN ST / 2014 / WS dated 2A.Q3.2014
No.464IINST I 2Ol4 I EPS dated 03.04.20 i4
No.4641iNST / 2OI4 I EPS dated 1o.O4.2014
No. 464lINsT I 2AL4 I E'PS dated L9.09.2014
No.464liNsr/20 15/EPS dated 30.09.20 15

(xv) No.470IINST/2018-'EPS dated 18.1 1.2018

Madam/Sir,

A11 political parties and candidates contesting election use various

kinds of vehicles for their election carnpaigns. In orde.r to regulate use of

vehicles by political parties and candidates to ensure level playing field

amongst all contesting political parties and candidatqs, it is essential to issue

detailed. guidelines on llsq of vehicles, owned or hired or controlled by the

Governments or its PSUs or any local authoriti'es, which are termed as bfficial

vehicles'here, during the election period. It is also essential tleat use of private

vehicles used by political paities and candidates are regulated during election
Page 1 of 11
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period to control use of money power'

Sectioo160afReplesqntationofthePeopleActlgslhasdefinitionof

fuehicle-, although in a different context of requisiti.on of vehicles b5r election

atrthorities, and provides a benchmark for reference'

Following are the consolidated instructions, in supersession of tl.e

commission,s instirrctions under reference, on the use of vehicles by political

parties and candidates during election period:

1. Ban oa use of olllcial vehieles:

(a).Subjecttoexceptionsmentionedherein,thereshallbeatotaland
absolutebarront}reuseof.officinluehiclesforcampaisning,electioneeringor

election related travel duriflg elections' such vehicles include helicopters'

aircrafts,cars,jeeps,ar-rtomobiles,goodscarriers,e.vehiclesore-ricf<shaws'
.hro wheelers, boats, hovercrafts, etc.., except as regul'ated by the Commission's

orderont]resubject,owrtedorhired.orcontrolled'bytheCentralandState
Governrnents,CentralPublicsectororganizations,PublicSector
UndertakingsandJointSectorUndertakingsoftheCentralandState
Governments,l,ocalAuthoritiesand.LocalBodies,MarketingBoards(by
whateverna]neknown),CooperativeSocieties,AutonomousDistrictCorrncils

oranyotherbodyinwhichpublicfunds,howsoeversrnallaportionofthe
total, are invested'

(b).TheDistrictAdministrationshallkeepaclosewatchtofindoutifany
such official vehicle is being used for campaiEning, electioneenng or election

related travel purpose. In such cases, the District Magistrate shall' forttrwith'

requisition of :c81ls€ to be requisitioned such vehicles' after following due

procedure,forelectionwork,underSection160oftheRepresentationofthe
people Act, 1951 and such requisitioned" vehicles shall not be released until

the completion of the process of elections'

(c').Theban.ontheuseofoffrcialvehicleswillequaltyapP]ytovehiclesin
orfromanyStatesnotgoingtothepollsbutwhoseafficiatuehiclesaJe
attempted to be used. for campaign, either openly or clandestinely' in any other

Stategoingtopoll.TheChiefsecretaryofeachStatelUnionTerritoryorthe
sqcretary to the Government of Indiain the concerned Departmentor Ministry'

l']age 2 of 11

t--



\17

asthe cass.r.nL4Y be, shall errs-ure that there'is no misuse of an)- sueh vehicles

The:officers uqder whose charge such vehicles are entrusted will be persondiy

responsible for .aay vislati'op'

The uoe qf such vehicles.be.longing to any of .these aut5orities by aqyo.rre"

iacluding:Minis.ters of'the CeIitral or a State Governmentr 'even 'on payrir-eBt

basis,. for carnpaigrring or on tours connected wi& electiorrs' in the gtiise of;

offrcial work in their capacity as Ministers is total)r prohibited-

{d.}'Theoni5i..CI(ceptionfromtheabove'r:o|ibrtionwillue.ttrePrimeMinister
and other political personalities., who mig}rt, in view of exlreraist rarld terrorist

aetiyjties arrd- threat to their,lives, re-quiie Securi{'v of a high order and whose

securityrequirementsaregovernedbystatutoryprovisionsmadebythe
p,a-rliament,or the state Legislature in this behalf' These restrictions shall also

noT,beapplicable ,in,case of the Hoa'lcle Fresident and vice Fresid'ent of India'

SpeakerandDeputySpeakerofl,okSabhaar.rdDeputlrChairmanofRaj5la

Sabha iand other su€h digAitaries visiting the'State fforn other States' It is

ilarified here that in the ,case of Speaker and Deprrt5r Speerlrer 'of Lok Sabha

and Deputy chairrBaI] of R4jya sabha, these'restrictions will be applicable 4t

the time of General Electl0as ts the Lok sabha but' not du'rtE Legislative

ASserablyElee.tloas.However,srtchexceptionsshatlnotbeavailableia

respect of rarli Ministers of the'Union or any State Governrrretrt'

2. Revlew or assessment of secutity cover:

Itisclarifiedthatifthereisanymaterialtod'oubtthatt}reassessta'ent

of securitJr requirements made by the authorities under special Frotection

Group Act, 1988 of 8I$ other specialenactment/instruction of the appropriate

Gsvernments have been manifestly or unduly excessive wilh the intention'of

promotiag iadirectly the electoral interests of a particular political party or

candidates,theComanissionshallbringthemattertoth€noticeoftlre
concernedG.overRmentforimmediateandappropriatecorrectivesteps.

TheCommissionu.rayals6callfbranyinformationfromttreCentral

Govefnment or,the state Government concemed with regard to flre assessment

oftlresecurityrequirementsmadeinrespectofanysuchpersonality.Such
information shall be furnished to the commission by the concerned

Ptge 3 of 11
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Goverremert forthwith'

S.Issue of Ber.mlts for vehiclesly DEo:

(a}Thereisrroiimitonnrrmberofvehiclesae2uedidatemayusefor
carnpaigniog or ele-ctioneeringpurpose' Ttre ca-:r'd'id'ate 'has'to furnishfollowi,7rl€,

details, before the campaigning commences' to the District Election Officer or

srreh other officer(s) as maybe specifically aalthorized by the Distnct Eieetio+

Officer in his 
"behalf, who after oe€essaly scrutin5r would issue perrnits fOr

ever'Jr vehicle: 
s registration, details, fitness certificates,

i) Details of vehicles such a

,na:rre and pa-rticulars of the owDers and driv'ers'

ii} Areas ill which vehicies would'be used for campaigningpufposes;

Theoriginalcopy|notthnPhptaeapg}ofperrrritshallbedisplayedon

the wind screen of the vehicle. The coBy of tfre peraft shordd be o-f such

dimension whieh can easily be seen frorn'a dista4ce' Permit must eontain the

vehicle number,, date of issue of perr-nit, aafil-e o{ ca4didate and area where it

shall be used"for carnpaigning, such vehicles shall be subjeet to cheeks by any

co:npetent autl:orities or FST' SST etc'

tb)Vehiclescanorrlybeused,aftero'btainingnecessar5rpermitsforevery
suchvehicle,asabove,bythecandid'ateorhis/herelectionagent'
(c) Detaifs of vehicles used fqr 'caApaigning or electjoneeringpurpose by

candidates shall be conveyed tg Election Expenditufe observefs b11 District

Eleetion oIficer to check whether the expenditure in this regard has been

included in the expenditure accorfnt of the candidates'

(d)Anyv.ehicleusedforcampaigrlingwittroutdue*rrrt}rorizatiorr.orpermit

shalibed'eemedunauthorizedforcampaigningforthecarrdidateandmay
attract penal provisions of chapter IX A of ttre Indian Penal Code loffences

Retating ta Eleettonsl alld shall therefore' be imrnediately taken sr'rt sf the

carnPaigning exercise'

(e)Thevehiclesdulydeployed.forelectioncampaigrrasperintimation
givenbythecandidatesortheire.lectionagentstoDistrictAdrninistratioa

shoutd not be tequisitioned by the adsrinistr'ation'

(0 on request of a recognize-d politieal party, the DEO'shall isstre'perrnit
Page 4 of 11
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foronevehicietobeused'bythedistrictlevelofficebearerofarecognized
political party (ottrer tharr the star eampaigner) for their visit to muttiple ACs

withint}redistrictforelectioneeringpurposes.Thepermitshouldbeissued
indicatingthevehiclerrurnbei,the'nameofpoliticalparty,nafileofdistrict'
routemap,d.atewisemovementplan.andtheperiodforwhichitisissuedand

should be of different color so that it can easily be identified' An attested cop'y

shall be pasted on wind screen and original be kept with the driver for checking

by police or other competent authorities or FST, SST etc' The eXpenditure in

this regard shall be booke-d agairrst tJre political party and not in the election

expense accollrlt of the cilrdidate(s)' It is ciari{ied that this provision will be

applicable in case of any by-election in a constituency'

E)TheDistrictAdministrationshallkeepaclosewatchandpreventthe
misuse of private vehicles by candidates, their agents, political party leaders

orsupporters.Thismisusemayincludetransportinganti.socialelementswitlr

theintenttoinstillfearamongtheelectorateorsmugglingiilicitarmsand
ammunition to create distufbirnces. If any of these vehicles, either of apolitical

partyorca4didatesora.privateovlner'arefoundtobeinvolvedinanysr.rch

act, it shall be the duty of tlre 1oca1 administration to imporrnd such vehicles

and not to release them till the'process of elections is completed' In addition'

legalactioninaccord.alcewiththelawshallbetakenagainstttreow4qr,
occupant(s) and the cairdjdatelpoiitical party involved' in such rrnlawful acts'

4. Issue of permits for vehicles by CtO-

TheChiefEleetoraloflicermayissuepermitsforvehiclesthatcan

move tJ:roughout the state for use of officer bearers of recognized political

parties.fordistributionofcampaignmaterialinfoilowingma]lner:
(a) If arry recognized political pa$y makes a request to CEO for grant of

vehiclepermissionfordistributionofpublicitymaterialtotlreir
various party oflices in the state, the cEO may grant permission for

number of vehicles equal to Number of Assembly constituencies in

theStatedividedby25(T\renty-five}orNumberofParliainenta.ry
ConstituenciesintheStated'ividedby3(Three),ast]recasemaybe,

\/
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rounded off to the nearest integer. It is clarified that this provision

will not be applicable in case of einy by-election.

(b) The recognized political party (the applicant) will have to furnish the

details regarding the naries of the districts, the route map and details

of the vehicles, narne of the driver, fit:ess certificate, date-wise

movement plan of the vehicle etc. For such vehicles, the CEO aray

issue permission, but ensure that such vehicles will also be subjebtto

normal checks by competent authorities, police, check-posts, FST,

SST etc. arld t?rcse uehicles uill not be used for electiory campaianina tn

anuu)au. The expenditure on account of such vehicles shall be

incurred by the political party and not by the candidates,

(") For any permission to be issued by CEO for use of Video Vans for

campaigning by political parties, the compliance of the following

guidelines shalI be ensured (Order date:d 23'd June 2A06 aN 14t'

Februarg 2OO7 of the Atlahabqd High Courtin Writ Petttion 3648 (MB)

of 2ooQ:

(i) The permission to r.rse Video Vans for campaign purpose can
be granted at Chief Electoral Officer level only.

(ii) Any politic eJ pe*ty /candidate seeking permission to use video

vans from Chief Electoral Office should first obtain necessary
permissions/oo objection certificates from the Competent
Authority under the relevant Motor Vehicle Act. This
certilication is required to ensure the conformlty with the
Motor Vehicle Actfrelevant provisions of law and Court orders,
if any, on this subject for plying of Video Vans on the road-

(iii) The contents of material for election publicity on the Video Van
shall be pre-certified from MCMCs. The video van of the
political party should be used to campaign based on its
program ald policies. Votes or support for any particular
candidate should not be solicited. However, if it is used for
seeking votes/suppor[ for a candidate/candidate then
expenditure of video van shall be accounted for by such
candidate/ candidates appropriately. Expenditure Ob servers
to closely monitor this.

(iv) Though there is no restriction on the number of Video Vans
which can be used in campaigning, but the expenditure

\-/
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(v)

incurred shall be duly included in the election e]q)enditufe

account of the political party, to be sl'rbmitted to tJ:e

cor,nrhissiola, as provided, srrbject to condition in point (iii).

Route of vid-eo Vans to be, used for publieity/campaigping

shogld be informed to local administration/District Election

Offreer in advance to ensure eqr-lilable use oJ campaign sites

or prrblic places, In case of violation, tJre permissions for Video

Van may bewithdrawn, afler due notice, by CEO'

(d) For availing the benefit of clause (a) of explanation (1) of section v7 lLl

of Representation of the People Act 1951 by the ieaders of t}.e political

parties (i.e., sf,cr campatgners), the perlxlission for the mode of. road

transport will be issued centrally by the Chief Electoral OIficer'

irrespeotive of whether the same vehicle is to be used by the star

campaigner for election campaigning throughout the state or difleient

vehicles are to be used by such star cannpaigner in different areas' The

permit will be issued. against the na:ne of tl1e star campaigner concerned

and shall be displayed prominently on the wirrdscreen of the vehicle

being used by him/her in any area. The permits so issrred by the cEo

will be of distinctly d.ifferent color from the peqrrits to be issued by the

cEo, DEO or arly competent autliorities for other campaign vehieles of

candidates.

S. Restilcfion on number of vehicles to be used during different phases

of election:
I. When vehlcles are moving in convoy:

(a) The commission directs that cars/vehicles shall, under no

circumstances, be allowed to move in convoys of more thart ten

vehicles,excludin g t].e securit5r vehicles. A11 bigger convoys exCeeding'

ten vehicles shall be broken up, everl if,'they aie carrying any Minister

of Central or State Govemment or any other person 'subject to: aIY

secunty instructions issued in respect of any such individual'

Further, the convoy of vehicles being used in road show shall be

broken after every 1O vehicles and. a gap of 100 meters would be

mainte.ined.
- Page ? of 11V
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(bl Even when a convoy of vehicles is adhering to the regulations

stated in sub para (a) above, it shall be the duly of the local

ailministration to ens-ure that such vebicles are not allowed to be used

by flouting anA directions of the Commission, till tJre process of

election is completed.

II, During Filtng of Nomlnations:

The maximum of three vehicles shall be allowed to come within the

periphery of 100 meters of offices of Returning Officers/Assistant

Returning Officers. This periphery of 100 meters should be clearly

demarcated by ROIDEO.

ItrI. Use of vehicles on poll day,:

(a) Section 123(5) of the Representation of the Peorple Act 1951

provides tlat hiring or procqflng or use of vehicles by a

candidate/his agent or by any other person with the consent of

the candidate or his election agent to provide free conveyance to

the voters for the polling station shall be a'com:pt practice' and

it is also an electoral offence punishable rrnder Section 133 of

the Representation of the People Act 1951.

(b) The Commission has issued the following directions to curb

such malpractices effectively:

(I) For arr election to Lak Sabha each contesting candidate, on

the day of poll, wiil be entitled to:

(i) One vehicle fer his o\[nr use in respect of entire PC;

(ii) One vehicle for use of his election agent in respect of

PC; and

(iii) One vehicle for use of his election agent or workers

or party workers, as the case may be, in every assembly

segmefrt comprised in the PC.

(II) For ari eleetion to ttw State Legislatiue Assembtg, on tJre day

of po1l each contesting candidate is entifled to:
(i) One vehicle for his own use;

(ii)One vehicle for use of his election agent in respect of
Page 8 of 11
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AC; and

(q}Onevehicleforuseofhjselectionagentorworkers

(c) The permits for the vehicles indicated above will be issued by

the Retursring officer (Ro). The candidates must furnish

particulars of their vehicle tp be used on poll day to RO

concerned and shal'l display the permits issued on the wind-

screen of the vehicles. No other uehtcle stwlt be allouted to be

used. bg tte leaders of the politbat parties including Ministers,

ulor.lc,rs, agents and, sgmpathizers of ang candid.ate and no

exception shall be rrade, irresp,ective of the status of the

candidates.

IV. Use of vehicle by public: There is no intention on the part of the

commission to put a complete ban on all vehicular traffic on the

polling d.ay and ttrereby create difficulties or cause harassment to the

public. For genuin e bona ft.de use for purposes other than election,

the following types of'vehicles shal1 also be allowed on the day of poll

and there rrill be no exception to this:

i) Private vehicles being used by the owners for their private use, not

connected witJr elections;

ii) Private vehicles being used. by owners either for themselves or for

members of their own famiiy for going to the polling booth to

exercise their franchise, but not going anywhere urithin a radius of

200 meters of anY Polling Stations;

iii) vehicles used for essential services namely hospital vaIIS,

ambi.rlances, milk varrs, water tarrkers, electricity emergenry duty

vans, police on dut3r, officer on election duty etc';

iv) public transport ca.rriages like buses pla.ying between fixed

terminals and on fixed routes;

v) Taxis, three-wheeler scooters, rickshaws etc. for going to airports,

rai1wa1i. stations, inter-state bus stands, hospitals for j ourney which

cannot be avoidedt 
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vi}hvatevehiclesusedbysiekor'disabledpersonsfort}reirown
use;

vii)VehiclesbeingusedbytheGovt.offi.cersondutytoreachtheir

duty point.

The abovemsrtioned restrictions shall apPly to all vehieles p:opelled by

mecharricalpowerorotherwise,includingbutnot.reStrictedtotaxies,
private cars, trucks, tractors with or without trailers, e-vehicles, auto-

rickshaw, e-rickshaws, two wheeters, mini buses, station wagons etc., a1so,

arrd shall be made applicable for a perio d of.24 hours before the time fixed

for closure of polI and till the completion of poll'

6. Use of vehicles not propelled by mechanical power:

Acyclerickshaw,horsedrawncarriages,bullockcartsetc.are
capableofbeingrrsedforelectionca.rrpaigning;hence,'thecandidatehasto

account for its expenditure in his/her account of election expenses' The

candidate shall give details of such vehicles being used for his/her election

campaign and, if such vehieles do not have arr5l municipal registration/permit

for its identilication, the drivers/ owners may be glven a permit in their

personal narnes by the Returning officer which tlle drivers/ owners should

carry on their person while using such vehicles for campaign purposes'

7. DisPlaY of vehicles:

Displayofflag,stickers,postersetc'oncommercialvehiclesshallnot

be permitted unless such vehicle is a vehicle being validly used for election

campaigrr after obtaining the requisite permit from the specifi'ed authority'

8. Responsibility to comply with all Laws:

candid.ates or lead.ers of Potitical Parties sha1l have responsibility to

follow all the guidelines or directions issued by competent authority under the

Motor vehicles Act for all such vehicles against which permission is given to

use during election period. Penal action, und'er the provrsions of the

Representation of the People Act 1951, Chapter D( A of tlr'e Indiq'q Penal Code'

Motor vehicles Act etc., sha11 be taken against anyone offending the above
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directions

9. Compllance of Uodel Code of Conduet to be easrifed:

Altprovisionsoft}reModelCodeofConduct,issuedbythe
commission, pertaining to use of oflicial vehicles, use of air assets' r:se of

private vehieles, exemptions and all connected issues shall be complied' if not

already covered in tfuis instmction for compliance, by the political parties a::d

candidates, as the case maY be'

1O. Permits to be expeditiously lssued:

District Election offlcer shal1 ensure that permits to use vehicles during

elections are issued extrleditiously and hassle-free manner, preferably' on the same

dayoftt.resubrnissionoft}reapplicationsbypoliticalpartiesandcarrdidates,provided

all the required documents are submilted along with the applications. If applications

are submitted after 6:00 pm on the day, it shall be ensured that permits a're issued

on the next daY.

11. Suvidha Portal:

This portal a1lows the cand.idates, political parties or aI1y representatives

of the cand.idates to apply online fOr the permissiott- inter alia for vehieles'

meetings,rallies,loudspeakers,ve]llleetc.througtrSUV{DHAPortal
https://suvidha.eci.eov.in/ and tl}ey may track their application statrrs

through the sarne Portal
This is for compliance by all concerned'

Yours faithtullY

(sAl{JEEV ICUMAR
SECREiIARY
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Ninachan Ashoka New Delhi-110001

Dated: 1 October,2023
No.

To,
The Chief ElectoralOffrcers of

All States and Union Tenitories

Sub:PreventionofDefacementofPropertyandotherCampaignRelatedltems.regarding

Ref:
1. No. 3lTtlgg4tl'S'-II dated 056 January' 1994

i. N". 3/7/2008/JS-II dated 7s october' 2008

3. No' 3/7/2008/Ji-iircon aal9a tos.November' 2008

q,. No.ltlIZOl4/SDR dated 1lth March' 2014

5. No. 3/7i2014/SDR Jat"A 26fr September'Z}|4'and -
6. No.437l6/rNsTi20ii-ccs dated 29th December' 2015

Madam/Sir,

Iamy'irectedtostatethatClause(6)ofPartloftheModelCodeofConductforthe

guidance of poriticar parties and candidates provides that no political party or candidate shall

permit their followers to make use of any individual,s land, building, compound wall etc.,

without his/her permission for erecting flag-sta&,, suspending banners, pasting notices, writing

slogans etc. However, it is observed that, at the time of elections' political parties indulge in

defacement of public as well as private buildings' by sticking posters and wall writings and

sometimes without permission of owners of the buildings' After elections are over' the cost of

removing the posters and wall writings are bome out of the public exchequer in case of a public

building and by the individual owners themselves in case of private buildings' In either case' it is

thegeneralpublicatlargewhichhastobearthecostfornofaultoftheirs'.

2. some states have local laws and passed legislations for property defacemens ugder

whichtheauthoritiesareempoweredtopreventsuchdefacementandbringtobookthe

defaulters. The Election commission has also recommended the enactment of such provisions in

all StatesAjTs.

3.TheCommissionhadalsoissuedinstructionstcensurestrictcompliancewiththe

provisions of the locar laws relating to prevention of defacement of property and to prosecute

and proceed against those who indulged in the violation of extant laws' Ttre instructions' inter-

alia, provided that the party/association/body/ candidate or any other person who had written or

painted or pasted any slogans, symbols or posters on any public or private building without
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written permission of the owner of the building should be required to get the defaced walls and

buildings whitewashed or painted at its/his cost so as to restore them to the original position.

4. However, it rvas noted that despite several States having enacted State laws, there was no

uniformity throughout the county and therefore, a need was felt for having a comprehensive

guiielines on defacement of property for guidance of political parties, law enforcing authorities

and the Election Commission's Observers deployed during elections. Accordingly, the Election

Commission issued fresh detailed guidelines in supersession of all earlier instructions on 7th

October. 2008 and later additional instructions were also issued from time to time to supplement

the instructions.

5. Now, in supersession of all the existing instructions, the following consolidated

instructions are being issued for information and compliance of the electoral authorities:-

(i) Defacement of Public Places

a) No wall writing, pasting of posters/papers or defacement in any other

form, or erecting/displaying of cutouts, hoardings, banners, flags etc. shall

be permitted on any Govemment premises (including civil structures). A

Govemment premise would include any government office and the

campus wherein the office building is situated.

' b) If the local law expressly permits or piEirides foi writing of slogans,

displaying posters, etc., or erecting cut-outs, hoardings, banners, political

advertisements, etc., in any public place, (as against a government

premises) on payment or otherwise, this may be followed strictly in

accordance with the relevant provisions of the law and subject to Court

orders, if any, cn this subject. It should be ensuredthat any such place is

not dominated/rnonopolized by any particular party(ies) or candidate(s).

All parties and candidates should be provided equal opportunity in this

regard.

c) If there is a specifically earmarked place provided for displaying

advertisements in a public place, e.g. bitl boards, hoardings etc. and if
such space is already let out to any agency for further allocation to

individual clients, the District Election Officer through municipal

authority concemed, if any, should ensure that all political parties and

candidates get equitable opportunity to have access to such advertisement

space for election related advertisements during the election period.
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(ii) I)efacement of PSU's Building and Premises:

a) Buildings and premises of PSUs shall be treated at par with Govt' premises for

thepurposeofdisplayingpoliticaladsduringelectionperiod'The

Commission has directed that no political advertisements shall be

displayed/pasted at the buildings/civil sbuctures or any othel structure owned

by Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) or in their premises during the period

Model Code of Conduct is in force'

b) In case there is no specific provision in the by-laws of PSUs or in their

agreements with the advertisement agencies to whom they let out space for

advertisement for prohibiting display of political advertisement, PSUs may be

instructed to add a para in their commercial agreements with commercial

agencies/companies while providing space on lease to the - advertisement

agencyforplacingcommercialadvertisementsthat,,Nopolitical

adverti.sement shall be displayed/pasted at the space provided on lease for

commercial advertisement tike airports, railwuy stations, Inter state/Local

Bus Stands, Govt transPortation post offices' Government

hospitats/dispensarie*stc. (except on main htglrways, main roads etc') during

the period of Model Code of conduct. If there is any political advertisement in

the provided space, the same shall be removed immediately on enforcement oJ'

the Modet Code of Conduct'"

(iii) Defacement of Government Halls/Auditoriums and other Public Properties

a) If local laws/guidelines do not preclude political meetings at

HallvAuditoriumsMeeting venues owned/controlled by the Government/local

authoritiesiPSUs/Cooperatives, there is no objection to do it' However' it should

be ensured that allocation is done on equitable basis and banners' buntings' flags'

cut.outs,displayedatthepremisesduringmeetingnodefacementshallbe

permitted after conclusion of the meeting'

b) Educational institutions inctuding their grounds {whether Govt' aided' private Or

Govt.) shall not be used for political campaigns and rallies'

Page 3 of 8



(iv) Defacement of Private Places

a) In the State v".here there is no local laws on the subject, temporary and

easily removable aJvertisement materials, such as flags and banners may

beputupinprivatepremisesrviththeexpresspermissionoftheoccupant.

Such banner or flag should not create any nuisance to others' Photo-copy

ofthepermissioninwritingobtainedinthisconnectionshouldbe

submitted to ttre Retuming offrcer within 3 days of putting up the flags

and banners. The permission should be an act of free will and not

extracted by any pressure or threat'

b) where the lccal -aws expressly permits wall writings and pasting of

posters, putting up hoardings' banners' etc' on private premises with the

owner,s permission, the contesting candidates or the political parties

concernedstiallortainpriorwrittenpermissionfromtheownerofthe

propertyandsubmitphotocopyofthesamewithin3daystotheReturning

officeroranofftcerdesigrratedbyhimforthepurpose,alongwitha

statementgiv:ngtheparticularsintheprescribedformat.Thestatementin

such cases and in the cases mentioned in sub-para (a) above should clearly

mention the narne and addreswaf the owner of the property from whom

such permission has been obtained, and expenditure incurred or likely to

be incurred for the PurPose'

c) In those States vvhere the State/local defacement law specifically prohibits

displayofflags,banners,hoardingsetc''theprovisionsinthelawwill

strictly apply and such material shall not be displayed on private property

or proPertY iu Public view'

d)Ifthelocallawdoesnotexpresslypermitwallwriting,pastingofposters,

and similar other permanent/semi-permanent defacement which is not

easily removable, the same shall not be resorted to under any

circumstances'evenonthepretextofhavingobtainedtheconsentofthe

owner.oftheproperfy.ThiswillalsoapplyintheStatesfuTswherethere

is no local larv on the subject of prevention of defacement of property'

e) If the state/Iocal law does not so specifically prohibit display of flag or

hoardingorbanner,etc'onprivateproperty'thensuchmaterial(flag'

banner,hoarrling)canbeallowedtobedisplayedonprivateproperty'on
Page 4 of 8
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own volition of the owner/occupier of the property, subject' however to

any court decision/direction to the contrary. In the case of display on

others' property, prior permission should be obtained from the

owner/occupier concerned.

(v) Defacement of Vehicles

a) In private vehicles, subject to the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Act, Rules

framed there under and subject to court orders in force, if any, flags and

stickers may be put on the vehicles by the ownqr of the vehicle on his own

volition,insuchamannerthattheydonotcauseanyinconvenienceor

distraction to other road users. If'such display of flags and stickers aims to

' solicit vote for any particular candidate, then the provisions of Section lTlH

(Iltegalpaymentsincclnnectionwithanelection)ofthelPCwouldbe

attracted.

b)oncommercialvehicles,displayofanyflag,stickeretc.shallnotbe
permitted, unless such vehicle is a vehicle validly used for election campaign

after obtaining the requisite permit from the District Election Offrcer/Retuning

Officer and*-t displaythereof in original on the wind screen'

c) External modification of vehicles including fitting of Loudspeaker thereon'

wculd be subject to the provisions of the Motor vehicles Act/Rules and any

other Local Act/Rules. Vehicles with modifications and special campaign

vehicles tike video Rath etc. can be used only after obtaining the requisite

permissionfromthecompetentauthoritiesundertheMotorVehiclesAct'

d)

As it would not be practically possible to ensure equitable sharing of space for

the purpose of advertisements on such government owned buses / vehicles'

bothintermsofthequantityaswellasforparticularbusroutes,the
commission has directed that the State Road Transport COrporation buses and

busesownedbyMunicipalCorporationsetc.andothergovt.ownedvehicles

ia,-
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(vi) Election Advertisements by Political Parties/candidates/Private Persons

a) If any political party/associatiorlcandioate/person indulges in defacement of any'

property in violation of the local law, if any, or the above instnrctions, the

Returning ofiicer/District Election officer shall issue notice to the offender for

removingthedefacementforthwith.Ifthepolitical
party/association/candi,Jate/person does not respond promptly, the district

authorities may take action to remove the defacement, and the expenses incurred

intheprocessshallberecoveredfromthepolitical
party/association/candiCate/person responsible for the defacement' Further the

amount also shall be added to the election expenditure of the candidate concerned

and action should also be initiated to prosecute the offender under the provisions

of the relevant law (under the law related to prevention of defacement' if any or

under the provisions of the general law for causing willfut damage to the property

of others).

b) Subject to any restrictions under any local law or any court orders in force' the

political parties, candidates, their agents, workers and supporters may put up

banners,brmtings,flags,cut-outs,ontheirownProperty'providedtheydosoon

their own volition volunt*ely and.without any pressure from any party,

organization or persorL and provided further that these do not cause any

inconvenience in any rnanner to anyone else'

c) Nothing int'lammatory or likely to incite disaffection amongst communities shall

be permissible in such writingVdisplay'

d) If such display of banners, flags etc. aims to solicit vote for any particular

candidate, then the provisions of Section l71H of the IPC would be attracted and

would have to be followed. Section lTlH of the IPC stipulates that whoever

without the general or special authority in writing of a candidate incurs or

authorizes expenses o:r account of the holding of any public meeting or upon any

advertisement, circular or publication, or in any other way whatsoever for the

purpose of promoting or procuring the election of such candidate, shall be

published with Frne which may extend to five hundred ruPees' Provided that if any

person having incurred any such expenses not exceeding the amount of ten rupees

without a.Jthority obtains within ten days from the date on which such expenses
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wereincurTedtheapprovalinwritingofthecandidate,heshallbedeemedtohave

incurred such expenses with the authority of the candidate'

e) The expenditure incurred on this mode of specific carnpaign of candidate(s) shall

beaddedtotheelectionexpendituremadebytheconcernedcandidate.

Expenditureincurredonexclusivecampaignforapartywithoutindicatingname

of any.candidate shall not be added to the candidate's expenditure account' The

contesting candidate shall furnish such information, villase/local ity/town-wise' to

the Retuming offrcer, or the authorized officer within 3 days of obtaining the

requisiteperrnissionfromtheconcemedfor,easycheckingbytheRetuming

offrcer or the Election observer or any officer connected with the conduct of

elections.

f) In context with defacement of property by sticking of posters etc'' attention is also

invited to the provisions of section 127 A of the Representation of the People Act'

l95l which, interalia, provides that no person shall print or publish, or cause to

beprintedorpublished,anyelectionpamphletorposterwhichdoesnotbearoir

its face the names and addresses of the printer and the publisher ttrereof' The

Commission has issued seParate instructions on restriction on the printing on

pamph..,:ts,pos.tersetc.However,itisreiteratedthatifanyofftcer,who.i.:'

responsiblefortheenforcementoftheprovisionsoftheabovelawandthe

directions of the commission, is found to have failed in the clue diligence of his

duties in this regard, he shal! be liable to severe disciplinary action apart from any

penal.actionthatmaybecalledforagainsthimforbreachoihisofficialduty.

(vir) Timeline for Removal of Unauthorized Defacement

TheElectionCommissionhasfixedthefollowingtimelinesforremovalof

unauthorized display of electioneering material:-

a) For this PurPose' a Government

premisewouldincludeanyGovernmentofficeandthecampuswherein

ttreoft]cebuilding,compoundandotherestablishmentaresituated.Alt

wall-writings,posters/papersordefacementinanyotherform,including

cutout/hoardings,banners,flagsetc,onGovernmentpropertyshallbe

removedwithin24hoursfromtheannouncernentofelectionsbythe

Election Commission-
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unauthorized political advertisements, in the form of wall writings/

posterVpapers or defacement in any other form, cutoutVhoardings,

banners/flags etc. at public property and in public space like railway

stations,busstands,airports,railu.aybridges,roadways,government

buses,electric/telephonepoles,municipalAocalbodies'buildingsetc.,

shall be removed within 48 hours from the announcement of elections.

c) Defacement of private propgrly- Subject to any local law and court's

direction, atl unauthorized political advertisements displayed at a private

:.:#:,T1'.:1#:XJ*:* 
rrom the announcement or

d) Subject to the local laws and Court's directions any defacement to the

government, public or private properry subsequent to the aruaouncement of

elections shall be dealt with as p€r the standard protocol provided in the

guidelines of redressal of complaints received at c-vigil. The cases of

defacement, other than received at c-vigil, shall also be redressed

promptly, as soon as complaints are received

6. Above instructions shall ti€rbrought to the notice of the District Election Offtcers,

Returning officers and all other election related authorities and all registered political parties

based in the state, including state units of recognized National and state parties' and also the

contesting candidates, for information and compliance. Further, for implementation of guidelines

as envisaged in Para 5(ii) Defacement of PSU's Buildings and Premises" the PSUs located in the

concerned States should also be advised accordingly'

Yours falbfiallv,

&rr'--
(s.e.l6sHl)

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY

STANDARD DISTRTBUTION
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NIRVACHAN SADAN, AS ROAD, NEW DELHI-I1OOO1

't2Y

Dated: 15th March r2026No. 437 I 6 |1[INST/ECI/F[INCT/1VI CC 12026

To
&51

The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India,
Rashtrapati Bhawan,
New Delhi.

The Chief Secretaries to the Governments of
(i) Assam, Dispur;
(ii) Goa, Panaji;
(iii) Gujarat,Gandhinagar;
(iv) Karnataka, Bengaluru;
(v) Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram;
(vi) Maharashtra, Mumbai;
(vii) Nagaland,Kohima;
(viii) Puducherry,
(ix) Tamil Nadu, Chennai;
(x) Tripura, Agartala; and
(xi) West Bengal, Kolkata.

3. The Chief Electoral Officers of
(i) Assam, Dispur;
(ii) Go4 Panaji;
(iii) Gujarat,Gandhinagar;
(iv) Karnataka, Bengaluru;
(v) Keral4 Thiruvananthapuram;
(vi) Maharashtra, Mumbai;
(vii) Nagaland,Kohima;
(viii) Puducherry,
(ix) Tamil Nadu, Chennai;
(x) Tripura, Agartala; and
(xi) West Bengal, Kolkata.

Sub: Application of Model Code of Conduct 
- General Elections to Legislative Assemblies of

the States of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal and UT of Puduch erry,202G
and bye-elections to Assembly Constituencies of various States/UT - reg.

SirAvladam,

I am directed to state that the Election Commission has announced the schedule for General
Elections to Legislative Assemblies of the States of Assam, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal and UT
of Puducheny,2026 and Bye-elections in Goa (2l-Ponda AC), Gujarat (i 1 l-Umreth AC), Kamataka(Z4-
Bagalkot AC &, l07-Davanagere South AC), Maharashtra (223-Rahuri AC & 2}L-Baramati AC),
Nagaland (28-Koridang(ST) AC) and Tripura (56-Dharmanagar AC) vide Press Note No.
ECUPN/02912026 & No. ECVPN/03012026, both dated 15th March,2026, available at the Commission's
website - www.eci. gov.in).

.,
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2. with this announcement, the provisions of the 'Model code of conduct for the guidance of the

political parties and candidates, have come into force with immediate effect and will be in force till

the completion of the General Election to the Legislative Assemblies of the States of Assam, Kerala'

Tamil Nadu and west Bengal and ur of puducherry, and the aforesaid bye-elections' This may be

brought to the notice of all Ministries/Departments/offices of the Union Government/the State/ UT

Government. A copy of instructions issued by you to this effect may be sent to the commission for its

information and record

3. your particular attention is drawn to the provisions of 'Model code of conduct for the guidance

of political parties and candidates' and various instructions issued by the commission, which, inter-alia'

state that the party in power whether at the centre or StatesAJnion Territory concerned, shall ensure that

no cause is given for any complaint that it has used its official position for the purpose of its election

campaign and in Particular:-

(i) (a) The Ministers shall not combine their official visit with electioneering work and shall not also

makeuseofofficialmachineryorpersonnelduringtheelectioneeringwork;

(b) Govemment transport including official air-crafts, vehicles, machinery and personnel shall not

be used for furtherance of the interest of the party in power;

(ii) public places such as maidans etc., for holding election meetings, and use of helipads for air-flights

in connection with erections shall not be monopolised by the party in power. other parties and candidates

shall be allowed the use of such places and facilities, on the same terms and conditions, on which they are

used by the PartY in Power;

(iii) Rest houses, dak bungalows or other Government accommodations in the StatesAjnion Territories

where elections have been announced or are taking place can be given to the political functionaries who

are provided security by the State in ,2, scareor above or equivalent by various State/rJT Governments

or the central Government under provisions of their raws, on equitable basis. This shall be subject to

condition that such accommodation is not already allotted or occupied by election related officials or the

commission,s observers. Such political functionaries shall not carry out any political activity while

staying in the Government Guest HouseslRest Houses or other Govemment accommodation etc.;

(iv) Issue of advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the

misuse of official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political news and

pubricity regarding achievements witi a view to furthering the prospects of the party in power shall be

scrupulouslY avoided;

(v) Ministers and other authorities shau not sanction grants/payments out of discretionary funds from

the time elections are announced by the Commission; and

(vi) From the time elections are announced by commission, Ministers and other authorities shall not:-

(a)announceanyfinancialgrants'inanyformorpromisesthereof;or

(b) (except civil servants) lay foundation stones etc' of projects or schemes of any kind; or

(c) make any promise of construction of roads, provision of drinking water facilities etc'; or

(d) make any ad-hoc appointments in Government, Public Undertakings etc' which may have the

effect of i,fl""""ing the voters in favor of the party in power'
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4. As will be observed from Para 3 {Clause iv} above, no advertisement shall be issued in electronic

and print media highlighting the achievements of the Govt. at the cost of public exchequer. If any

advertisement has already been released for telecast/broadcast or publication in the print media, it must

be ensured that the telecast/broadcast of such ads on electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no

such ad is published in any newspapers, magazines, etc., i.e. in print media, from today itself and it should

be immediately withdrawn.

5. The instructions of the Commission contained in its letter No.

437I6flNST/ECI/FUNCTIMCCI}024(MCC ENFORCEMENT), dated 2nd January,2024,is available

on the Commission's website at path - https://www.eci.gov.in/issue-details-page/instructions for your

information and necessary action. For instructions related to bye-elections, the Commission's letter No.
437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024(BYE ELECTIONS), dated 2"d January,2024, available on the

Commission's website at the same path, may be referred to. The 'Compendium of Instructions on Model
Code of Conduct' and other relevant instructions of the Commission are also available on the

Commission's website for your guidance.

6. The Commission fi,uther directs that there shall be a total ban on the transfer of all offrcers/officials
connected with the conduct of the election. These include but are not restricted to: -

i) The Chief Electoral Officer and Additional/Joint/Deputy Chief Electoral Officers;

ii) Divisional Commissioners;

iii) The District Election Officers, Returning Officers, Assistant Returning Officers and other
Revenue Officers connected with the conduct of election;

iv) Officers of the Police Department connected with the management of election, like range IGs and

DIGs, Senior Superintendents of Police and Superintendents of Police, Sub-Divisional Police
Officers like Deputy Superintendents of Police and other Police officers w'ho are deputed to the
Commission under section 28A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 ;

v) The transfer orders issued in respect of the above categories of officers prior to the date of
announcement but not implemented till date should not be given effect to without obtaining
specific permission from the Commission in this regard;

vi) This ban shall be effective till the completion of the election. The Commission further directs that
the State /UT Govemments should refrain from making transfers of senior officers who have a

role in the management of election in the StateruT;

vii) In those cases where transfer of an offrcer is necessary on account of administrative exigencies,
the concemed State/U'l' Government may with full justification approach the Commission for
prior clearance.

The receipt of the letter may kindly be acknowledged.

Hindi version will follow

Yours faithfully,(}n dn
' \ -'l

(PRAFULL AWASTHI)
UNDER SECRETARY
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